by Ramona Kerby

Plain and simple—vou have to know the scheol cur-
riculurm, or vou can't buy appropriate materials that sup-
port student learning.

Committees write curriculum guides and vou can
usually bet on onc thing—the language is going to be
cumbersome, excessive, and convoluted. That's not al-
ways true, but if vou pick up the district’s curriculum
notebooks and they arc very heavy, I've just proved my
point.

Your geal as the school library media specialist is to
know what every teacher in your building teaches, ie,
know what the district expects the instructor to teach
and what he or she actually teaches. You don't have to
knew encugh actually to teach frog dissection, basket-
ball jump shots, or the specifics of reconstruction, but
vou should know the topics.

What vou really need is a onc-page sumimary chart
of the curriculum by subject and grade level. Where do
vou get 1t? You make it yourself, Get everv grade level
curriculum guide, or if you are in a middle school, look
at subject area curriculum guides and jot down the top-
ics that are taught,

You'll find some vague topics such as "writing pro-
cess” or “solving problems.” Don't include them. They
don't clarify what vou need to purchase. Do vour best to
choosc clearly defined topics such as American explor-
ers, World War [, animals, plants, etc. Remember that
the purpose of your curriculum chart is to make sense
out of those notebooks.

For each grade level and subject area, sclect five
to ten topics. In language arts, specity the kinds of
literature taught. By all means, make your curriculum
chart a little heavier in social studies and science. 1t's
nice to include art, music, physical education, and
maybe even library on your chart. Here again, be as
specific as possible. [nclude the names of specific
m\ortb, musical composers, and artistic media. After
vou've jotted down the major units of study, ask one
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or two teachers in each grade level or subject area to
look over vour topics to see if you've missed anything.
This won't take them long to do, so bring it with vou
to lunch or ask them to look over it while they're on
plaveround dutv. Don’t put the list in their mailbox.
Thew'll get busy and forget to return it to vou. Show
them the list while you stand there and breathe down
their backs. [f yoeu mention that vou have monev to
spend on materials for them, theyll help vou.

While vou're standing there, ask hew the unit iz
taught. What types of assignments arc given? If students
do group reports, then vou might not need as many items.
If students do individual projects, you'll need more items.
Ask how long the unit lasts. If the teacher plans a two-
week unit for the students to rescarch and write reports
on space, then vou need lots of materials, If the teacher
bricfly covers magnetism, vou don't need as many items.
Ask when the unit is taught during the year. T his infor-
mation will help you decide what to placo on the next
order. Also ask if there are any specific librarv inforina-
tion skills to teach In conjunction with the unit.

Of course, you can make a pretty little question-
naire that asks these same questions—what, how many,
and when—and then tabulate the responses, but vou're
missing a kev opportunitv. Talking to vour teachers face
to tacc gives you the opportumty to listen, plan, and
collaborate.

Study the examples made by two of my former
g:aduato students, Judy Ward ucatcd the Clemcntarv
chart {pagc 27) and as scon as she shared it with her
administrators, they distributed it to everv elementary
school teacher in the district. Several vears ago, Lmd\f
Stull created the middle school chart (page 28). qh & peri-
odically updates it as it still is used in her building

Use either word-processing or spreadsheet soft-
ware. Once you get a copy suitable for photoecopying,
vou may consider formatting it as a Web document
later. But, don’t make this project so overwhelming
that you never complete it. Give vourself a month and
work on it when vou have a minute or on a couple of
weekends. Get it finished!
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While vour chart will reflect the district and/or state
curriculum, tailor-make it to vour own building, Include
the name of the school. The primary reason vou are
making this chart is so that vou will learn the curricu-
lum as well as having an easy-to-read buying guide for
selecting materials. A powerful secondary reason is that
vour faculty and parents will want a copv of it.

“‘Ul‘prlblngl‘.’ many teachers dont know what elsc is
taught in their building. This goes for parents as well. Your
one-page curriculum chart can be taped to the kitchen re-
frigerator. If loved ones need suggestions on what books
to buy, what books to check out from the public library, or
what topics to discuss at the supper table, a quick glance
at the chart saves the dav [t is to be hoped that when vou
show the chart to your prmc1paJ he or she will want to
share it with the faculty and parents.

Post your chart somewhere in the library media
center. Bring a copy with you the next time vou visit
the exhibits at a professional conference. After all,
you'll be fulnllmg vour role as the curriculum leader
of the building

_KV 1. M I\..'E..

—Continued

SLJANUARY 2002

LU

Curriculum Chart Evaluation

* Have you included your name, the date, and the

school’s name?

* Is the chart one page, or two pages at most?

* Are the topics one or two words?

* Are the topics listed, not grouped together in para-

graph form?

¢ Have you deleted vague topics such as “Language
Experience” or “Problem Seolving”? These topics

won't help you purchase materials.

* Is the formatting consistent throughout the chart?
* Are there approximately the same number of top-

ics in all the grids?
* Has a small easy-to-read font been used?
* [5 there plenty of white space?
* Are all the words spelled correctly?

* If you prepared your chart in color, have you also
prepared one in black and white that will photo-

copy nicely for teachers or parents?
* Does the chart look professional?
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Body Mechaonics Madule
Eccsystems Module

Cceanogrophy

Erdomgerment
Bactarial/Viral Disaoses
Endangerad Species
Chesopeake Boy

Subject Groda & Grade 7 Gzrode B
LAMNSUAGE History and Literoiure of Seaich for Values The Holocous1—History and Literature
ARTS African Amedcans Surmimer of My German Soldier The Dhary of Anne Frank
Resecrch of Authors and Poets Witch of Blockbird Pond Crarma—Raomes andg Jdulfet
Mesaery Award Winning Novels Faatry Autoblography and Blography
Gromimar ond Writing Zhott Stories—E A Poe Selected Short Stories ond Novals
Grammar ard Writing
MASTH Whicle Mumoers Fractions  Rotic/Proporticn Algebra
Decimals and Fractions Integais  Solving Equations  Parcent Palynomicls Functions
Gaameiry Funcficeal GRills Inacuclities
Stotisfics ard Prababllity Rational & Inctional Mumbers
Groehing Pre-algebra Syvslems of Linear Equaticns
Metric Systam Languoge of Algebsa
Irtagears Gacmetny
Raticral Numbers Deductive Reosoning
Prabability Congruant Tiongles Right Tiangles
Square Rocts) Py ihagerson Theorem Parzllel Linss Suadiiloterals
SCIEMCE Woter Module Waosta Monagerneant Eraray—elactricity, ofternative forms,

congaryotlon, photosyriheasis
Gearaflos—0MA and forensics
Rocks ard Minesais
spoce~5sun, Moon, Plonets

SOCIAL
STUDIES

Reacding Mops and Glabes
Chira

do ]

Micddle Eost

Adrica

Fhysicol and Cultural Geogiophy
aof the Weastern Warld
United Stctes
Corodo
Europe
Ausiralia

Arrival of Explorers

Calomol Amerdicd o the Revalution
Wiastward: Expansicon

Civll Wor

Reconstraction

TECHMOLOGEY

Technalogy Exposition
Computers
Sofety
Aulaticn
Agtodymamics
Construction

Techrnclogy ard Careears
Coraer Pathways Exslomation
Fasurma. Job Application,
Keyboarding, and Phane Etiquetie
Marnutacturing
Wideo Production

Protzlem Solving
Lviation
Transpartation
Simple dMachines
Safaty
Construction

BAND ALL TCPYWCS ARE COVERED EACH YEAR IN MORE DEPTH AND WITH GREATER COMPLEXITY
Muslc History husic Thaony
Baroque Pericd—Bach, Handel History of Musical Instruments
Classic Pericd—Baethoven, Mozarl, Hoyan Tree Morching Bond
Romantic Perod—Tohalkovsky, Brohms 20th Century Amesican Music
Motionalism—D'vorak, Fousa Musicals, Pop, Jazz, Rock
2040 Century Music—Bartok, Strovinsky Debussy
CHORUS ALL TOPICS ARE COVERED EACH YEAR IN WEJRE DEPTH AND WITH GREATER COMPLEXITY
Camposers Vool Sound Production
Elermants of fiusic —malody horrmomny hAusical Theater
mythm, tone, color ond tarm Donce
Msic Histary Composition
Tneory Sirging ina Different Languoage or Style
PHYSIC AL ALL TOPICS ARE COVERED EACH YEAR IM MAORE DEPTH AND WITH GREATER COMBLEXITY

ECUCATICN Spartsrmanship Toarm Spors Indfivicual f Tearm Spaoits
Tesornwork and cooparotion Villaybal Badmintcn Archeny
Gool Sefling Baskeboll Tenris Bovarling
Conditioning and Strength Training Fiog Footboll Gt Track and Field
Rules of Gomes SoCoer Crosz-country
Histgry of Gomes Fiald Hockey
THEATER Recder's Theatrg Soience Reiotad e Plays Megic
ARTS Joparese Theolie Monclogueas Shokespaarg
Theatre Skills Poetry Puppetry
WVISUAL Paace Poster Principdes and Elaments of Design M. C. Escher—tassallotions
ARTS African Batik Culture ord Thameas in Art Self Partroits—\an Gogh
Grid Art Europe, Cenbiol America, Russia, Clown—papier-mache construction
Chirgse Nesw Yaor—pupootny South Americao. Middle East Africa, Ectentric Teapots
Stained Glass Windows Austialic, Asia. Unifed Sfates— “Imcge for 1he e
Action Paintings Motive Amatican Chravwing frem the Model
Three-legged FPots Crawirg ara Painting
SPECIALS Lifg Skilly Technology ond Communication Haalth
Patsangl Development Communicotion Skills Fomily Life Relationships
Substonce Abuze Presvention Verbal omd Visuol Anatomy of the Buman Body
Family Lita Use of video recoiders, tape Contraception and Disacses
Resource Moragement recofidars, digital camernas Crug Ause Pravantion Education
Foods and Mutrificn Use of cormputers, scanmars. cnd Cecisions ond Decision-maing
oublicationdproduciion sof tware
Integrated Studies
Lecming $tyles ordd Shady Skills Forsign Longuoge Foreign Languoge
iadia LenterfResearch Frocess Culture and Languoge of areas which Culture and Language of areas which
Carears spedk of spoke the languoge specK OF spoke the lorguage
Imegroted Projects Languages offered include Spanish, Languegess offerad ircluds Spanish
Frersh, ond Latin Frarsch. cnd Latin \
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